
 

 

Empire State Building   

The Empire State Building makes the following statement on behalf of its employees. 

Recently, an individual requested a tower lighting for childhood cancer awareness.  It is clearly stated on 

our Lighting Partner Application on our website that the Empire State Building does not accept lighting 

requests from individuals.  A social media campaign has been launched to lobby for this individual’s 

request with a false pretense:  that the Empire State Building does not care about children with cancer. 

Nothing could be further from the truth.  

In support of organizations which help people suffering from this terrible disease around the globe, the 

Empire State Building has provided lighting for “World Cancer Day” in partnership with the American 

Cancer Society, whose mission is to eliminate all types of cancer; for breast cancer awareness, with the 

Breast Cancer Research Foundation; for blood cancer research, with DKMS Delete Blood Cancer; and for 

pediatric cancer treatment and research, with St. Jude’s Hospital.  

Sadly, there are over 200 different forms of cancer—in addition to all of the other diseases and 

tragedies for which we receive Lighting Partnership Applications.  Each of us has a personal cause which 

is important, and many of our employees have had direct personal experience of loss from cancer as 

well as other personal health tragedies.     

The Empire State Building is making this statement because this social media campaign has become 

abusive.  Empire State Building employees have been personally attacked on the phone and harassed by 

e-mail and the internet by people who do not know them with profanity, threats, bullying and, perhaps 

the worst, wishes that they “get cancer.”   

The Empire State Building is privately owned.  All Lighting Partnership requests go through an 

application review process.  There is no lighting in 2014 for organizations which address childhood 

cancer.  Organizations which behave responsibly may newly apply for a Lighting Partnership in 2015 and 

future years.  

To assist organizations in making strong Lighting Partnership Applications, the Empire State Building’s 

guidelines are set forth on www.esbnyc.com.   
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