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Defending Champions Suzy Walsham and Thorbjørn Ludvigsen 
Return to New York for the 38th Annual Empire State Building Run-Up Presented 

by Marmot 
 

Pinnacle Event in Global Tower Running Set for Wednesday, February 4, 2015 

 

NEW YORK – January 26, 2015—Defending champions Suzy Walsham and Thorbjørn Ludvigsen will 

return to New York for the Empire State Building Run-Up Presented by Marmot on Wednesday, 

February 4, it was announced today by Empire State Realty Trust, Inc. (NYSE: ESRT).  

In the 38th annual edition of the event, Walsham, 41, of Singapore, and Ludvigsen, 26, of Norway, will 
aim to defend their respective 2014 crowns. The event consists of racers of all abilities, including leaders 
in the sport of professional tower running, who will compete in the men’s and women’s elite heats.   
 
Athlete Backgrounds and Notable Performances 

 Suzy Walsham, 41, of Singapore, who won the 2014 race in 11:57, will headline this year’s elite 
field. Last year’s victory, her fifth, set a record for most victories by a woman. 

 Cindy Harris, 46, of Indianapolis, IN, placed fourth in last year’s race with a time of 13:46. She is 
a four-time winner of the event. 

 Thorbjørn Ludvigsen, 26, of Norway, who won his first Run-Up in 2014 with a time of 10:06 
returns to defend his title.  

 Darren Wilson, 40, of Australia, placed second in the men’s invitational race last year with a 
time of 10:21.  

 
Quotes: 
Suzy Walsham 

“I'm really looking forward to returning to New York and racing up the Empire State Building. Although 

it's a long, tough race, it's incredibly rewarding to run up such an iconic building and I will absolutely be 

trying for my sixth title.” 

Thorbjørn Ludvigsen 

“I'm really looking forward to coming back to the Run-Up this year. It has been a tradition for the last 

three years and is a fun race to participate in. It's quite different from the running I normally do and it's 

a special race for me and my sponsor Skanska whose offices are in the Empire State Building. The 
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competition will be very hard this year and I wish all the best for every runner. Let's make this a fantastic 

evening.” 

About the Empire State Building  

Soaring 1,454 feet above Midtown Manhattan (from base to antenna), the Empire State Building, owned by Empire 

State Realty Trust, Inc., is the “World’s Most Famous Office Building.” With new investments in energy efficiency, 

infrastructure, public areas and amenities, the Empire State Building has attracted first-rate tenants in a diverse 

array of industries from around the world. The skyscraper’s robust broadcasting technology supports all major 

television and FM radio stations in the New York metropolitan market. The Empire State Building was named 

America’s favorite building in a poll conducted by the American Institute of Architects, and the Empire State 

Building Observatory is one of the world’s most beloved attractions as the region’s #1 tourist destination. For more 

information on the Empire State Building, please visit www.empirestatebuilding.com, 

www.facebook.com/empirestatebuilding, @EmpireStateBldg, www.instagram.com/empirestatebldg, 

www.youtube.com/esbnyc or www.pinterest.com/empirestatebldg.  

 

About Empire State Realty Trust  

Empire State Realty Trust, Inc. (NYSE: ESRT), a leading real estate investment trust (REIT), owns, manages, 

operates, acquires and repositions office and retail properties in Manhattan and the greater New York 

metropolitan area, including the Empire State Building, the world’s most famous office building. Headquartered in 

New York, New York, the Company’s office and retail portfolio covers 10.0 million rentable square feet, as of 

September 30, 2014, consisting of 9.3 million rentable square feet in 14 office properties, including nine in 

Manhattan, three in Fairfield County, Connecticut and two in Westchester County, New York; and approximately 

731,000 rentable square feet in the retail portfolio. The Company also owns land at the Stamford, Connecticut 

Transportation 

 

Forward-Looking Statements  

This press release includes “forward looking statements”. Forward-looking statements may be identified by the use 

of words such as “believes,” “expects,” “may,” “will,” “should,” “seeks,” “approximately,” “intends,” “plans,” “pro 

forma,” “estimates,” “contemplates,” “aims,” “continues,” “would” or “anticipates” or the negative of these words 

and phrases or similar words or phrases. The following factors, among others, could cause actual results and future 

events to differ materially from those set forth or contemplated in the forward-looking statements: the factors 

included in the Company's Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2013, including those set 

forth under the headings "Risk Factors," "Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results 

of Operations," "Business,” and “Properties." While forward-looking statements reflect the Company's good faith 

beliefs, they are not guarantees of future performance. The Company disclaims any obligation to publicly update 

or revise any forward-looking statement to reflect changes in underlying assumptions or factors, or new 

information, data or methods, future events or other changes after the date of this press release, except as 

required by applicable law. For a further discussion of these and other factors that could impact the Company's 

future results, performance or transactions, see the section entitled “Risk Factors” in the Annual Report on Form 

10-K for the year ended December 31, 2013, and other risks described in documents subsequently filed by the 

Company from time to time with the Securities and Exchange Commission. Prospective investors should not place 

undue reliance on any forward-looking statements, which are based only on information currently available to the 

Company (or to third parties making the forward-looking statements). 

 



About Jarden Corporation 

Jarden Corporation is a leading provider of a diverse range of consumer products with a portfolio of over 120 

trusted, quality brands sold globally. Jarden operates in three primary business segments through a number of well 

recognized brands, including: Outdoor Solutions: Abu Garcia®, AeroBed®, Berkley®, Campingaz® and Coleman®, 

ExOfficio®, Fenwick®, Greys®, Gulp!®, Hardy®, Invicta®, K2®, Madshus®, Marker®, Marmot®, Mitchell®, PENN®, 

Rawlings®, Ride®, Sevylor®, Shakespeare®, Stearns®, Stren®, Trilene®, Völkl®, Worth® and Zoot®; Branded 

Consumables: Ball®, Bee®, Bernardin®, Bicycle®, Billy Boy®, Crawford®, Diamond®, Dicon®, Fiona®, First Alert®, First 

Essentials®, Hoyle®, Kerr®, Lehigh®, Lifoam®, Lillo®, Loew Cornell®, Mapa®, NUK®, Pine Mountain®, ProPak®, 

Quickie®, Spontex®, Tigex® and Yankee Candle®; and Consumer Solutions: Bionaire®, Breville®, Crock-Pot®, 

FoodSaver®, Health o meter®, Holmes®, Mr. Coffee®, Oster®, Patton®, Rival®, Seal-a-Meal®, Sunbeam®, VillaWare® 

and White Mountain®. Headquartered in Florida, Jarden ranks #356 on the Fortune 500 and has over 30,000 

employees worldwide. For further information about Jarden, please visit www.jarden.com. 

 

About the Challenged Athletes Foundation  

The Challenged Athletes Foundation® (CAF) is a world leader in helping individuals with physical challenges get 

involved – and stay involved – in sports.  CAF believes that participation in sports at any level increases self-

esteem, encourages independence and enhances quality of life.  Since 1994, more than $60 million has been raised 

and over 9,500 funding requests from challenged athletes in all 50 states and dozens of countries have been 

satisfied. Additionally, CAF’s outreach efforts reach another 60,000 individuals each year. Whether it’s a $2,500 

grant for a handcycle, helping underwrite a carbon fiber running foot not covered by insurance, or arranging 

enthusiastic encouragement from a mentor who has triumphed over a similar challenge, CAF’s mission is 

clear:  give those with the desire to live active, athletic lifestyles every opportunity to compete in the sports they 

love.  To learn more, log on to www.challengedathletes.org or call 858-866-0959. 

 

About NYCRUNS 

NYCRUNS was founded in 2009 as a resource for runners, running clubs and race directors. It offers state-of-the-art 

race timing, race registration, marketing and race management services to events throughout the New York 

metropolitan area and produces over 40 events of its own. In 2011, NYCRUNS launched its flagship event, the 

Brooklyn Marathon which it plans to bring to the streets by 2016. It has also created the Central Park Marathon, 

The Frozen Bonsai Half Marathon and a myriad of well-managed, affordable running events catering to the needs 

of the New York area running community. 
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